Bact., July, 1943) . Necrosis of the islets has been but rarely described in diabetes mellitus in the human subject, and then only as a rule in young subjects when the progress of the disease has been very rapid. It has also been described in cases of hyperthyroidism with alimentary glycosuria. While attempting to reproduce the "crush syndrome" in rabbits the authors found that a selective necrosis of the islets was caused by the injection of alloxan, which is a ureide of mesoxalic acid, and is made by the action of nitric acid on uric acid. 
